Chess master
3 chesskids.org.uk

This is a great website that
children can use independently to
learn the game of chess, There are

‘ interactive lessons, videos, games
and quizzes. Start by learning the
names of the pieces and how to
move them, then move on to y
tactics, strategy and playing _

app actual games.

websites

Supercharge pupils’ home learning by
pointing them in the direction of these
fantastic resources

JO CASTRO

SPACE RACE

nasa.gov
Housebound kids can launch
into space with NASA’s website.
It’s loaded with science games,
activities and stunning images of
the solar system and is suitable for
all ages. Have fun programming the
Mars Rover or learn how to change
currents using heat and salt to
propel a submarine explorer.

Meet Moby /

Keen ,
scientists brainpop.com
2 This cross-curricular
1 n DMySteryscience.com website s free for the
SO ve a "\ This US-based website features duration of school closures.
puz e \ content that is suitable for UK It features material for Reception upwards
primary pupils. It contains five- and has particularly strong science and
sciencenmycnn. yrgnk minute lessons as well as maths resources. Ilg?by thnegmbot and his
Access the Science longer ones, each featuring . . . therei :
are family-friendly and can A followed by an activity. movies abouit theirlearning too Y

Required resources

be shared with six family lstedand
are i an

members. Try Transmission

: for extra keen
o= 1 th 70 -
levez;sp:r?; see%zﬁlzr‘:lqockable Seists Mot
are extension
worlds. It features a very activities too.

simple interface but a
demanding level of challenge.

Beautiful tutorials
thekidshouldseethis.com

Watch beautifully curated videos and
tutorials for learners of all ages. Listen

to an astronaut reading a children’s book
or learn how to create an egg-decorating
machine using lego and cardboard. Videos
are categorised into subjects to help you
find what you are looking for.




TREE TOOLS

treetoolsforschools.org.uk

The Woodland Trust has put
together all of its schools resources
to create this online learning hub.
There are family activities that you

Learn a can do in your back garden or on your balcony,
language plus printable worksheels and quizzes. Parents
duolingo.com may need to revise their wildlife knowledge to
This app makes learning support some of the activities.

alanguage fun. It breaks
down the process into skills
and motivates learners by
making each lesson feel like a
game. Earn points when you
complete a lesson and lose a
life if you make a mistake. It

10 Bitesize bits
bbe.co.uk/bitesize

develops listening, speaking, This well-resourced website has lessons from across the curriculum
reading and writing skills. for Early Years upwards. It is clearly organised into subject areas so is easy to
navigate. The BBC is now offering daily maths and English lessons for all ages.
= SRR
°
3D modelling
tinkercad.com
This online 3D modelling program runs in a
web browser and is easy to use. Pupils’ 3D
model designs can be saved to the cloud,
; ready for 3D printing. Children will need a
= laptop or desktop computer to use this app.
nrich.maths.org
Develop children’s mathematical

problem-solving and reasoning skills.
The ‘Maths at home’ section of this

website features activities and games that
don’t require teacher input. Some of the difficulty. Click on a child's year group to highlight the
problems require resources but many are e level they should be at. The games are simple and are
accessible with just pen and paper. mainly focused on practising the four operations.

ENGAGING
GEOGRAPHY
natgeokids.com

mathsframe.co.uk =
Play 22 free maths games here, with = Qx_

each one featuring different levels of

@ z P :
T W This website is filled with wonderful resources
tab %Ss Oll*'ld and lesson ideas and also features fun facts,
eXD orer quizzes and interviews. Children can learn about
mathschase.com world-geography- cultures, places, historical events and people.
Help children from games.com The layout and pictures
Reception to Y4 to ing f make it accessible
learn their times ﬁzncﬁv?‘:aﬁl?;nd and engaging.
tables. This repetitive hildreiito tes¥ s
g d?“f'g ed t? geographical knowledge?
help pupils increase Choose to focus on a
the speed 'of their particular continent
secdileg Fatose ta'bles or the world as a whole
e ~ and test your knowledge
SOy gy of flags, capital cities,

L e countries, mountains,

rivers and more.



17 Code monkey
scratch.mit.edu

Scratch is a fun website to learn (mumr‘u
1 aged
eight and up but there is a junior :'c:'::wnji,n-

nd apn are
ndapp a

programming. It is suitable for childs

r pupils. Both the webs

very intuitive and kids will guickly see resulls
and understand how lo layer commands.

TALK TALK

ed.ted.com
Watch a huge range of talks and
animations from a diverse group of
speakers, covering a variety of subjects.
There are thousands of video-based
lessons organised by age and subject.
You can even create your own
lessons by adding questions to
vour favourite talk. 5>

23 s

CLPE has launched a set of home learning
resources called “Take 5’ which Power of
Reading’ schools can send home to parents.
Each set of notes contains five simple activities
which will develop children’s comprehension

skills and strategies and develop their
imagination and creativity for writing.

2 5 rea ers

teachyourmonstertoread.com

This award-winning app is for early
readers. Children can practise maiching
letters and sounds, blending, segmenting,
tricky words and reading full senfences.
It complements synthetic phonics
systems taught in schools and the
computer version is completely free.
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Have a party

houseparty.co!
OK - so it's not exactly ‘educational’, but
it’s super important to enable children to
communicate and socialise and this app is
just the ticket. The kids can have a game of
hangman while sharing their thoughts and
feelings. Don’t forget to ‘lock’ the party

BROWSE
RESOURCES

primaryresources.co.uk
Browse a range of printable
resources for all primary year
groups. The site is organised into
different curriculum subjects and

once all friends are gathered. the Powerpoints and worksheets
indicate which year group the
learning is suitable for. In the topic
and themes section you can find
more in-depth projects.
g

Poetry

ok pleasé
This site contains beautiful high-quality
visual resources and is packed with poetrysociety.
interesting activities and games designed org.uk
to support the new curriculum. They Inspire future poetswith comprehensive
are conveniently organised by topic gnd lesson plans featuring a diverse range of
yeag DA Gl i comprehenstve poets. The Poetry Society has responded
explanations of the aims of the learning :
and lovely printable workbooks. to school ?losur.es by creating a huge

bundle of learning resources. There

are also video collections of poets
delivering top tips and suggesting
writing exercises.

Super STEM

stem.org.uk

READING
RESOURCES

literacytrust.org.uk

The ‘Family zone’ on this fantastic
site gives parents access to

a range of reading resources.
You'll find free reading and
writing resources, audiobooks,
videos, competitions and

reading challenges.

Get

@
creative
artjohn.co.uk
Art John creates inspiring, creative and

achievable YouTube art tutorials, He
explains what resources you will

and the skills that

puffinschools.co.uk

These lovely lesson sequences, based on
a variety of books, could easily be adapted
for home learning. There are also creative
writing resources, topical book lists and
activity sheets. Check out the exciting Big
Dreams on Screen competition too.



HOME LEARNING

Free ebooks
home.oxfordowl.co.uk

Browse a good selection of free GO EXPLORING

tablet-friendly ebooks for children. Oxford

Owl is currently collaborating with authors dkfindout.com
to create story-telling videos, challenges This is a safe, secure site for children to search,
and draw-alongs. The site also features learn and explore. Its content is visual and informed
a selection of ideas for practical home and covers all of the curriculum subjects and mare.’
\ ‘ learning, as well as maths and English The site houses videos, animations, quizzes and
i : activities sorted by year group. articles for parents that explain the curriculum and

how they can support their child’s learning.

3 O London’s
burning

fireoflondon.org.uk

Ifyou usually cover the Great Fire of London,
this niche site is fun and interactive. There is an
absorbing game to play and children can also
set about rebuilding London after the fire by °
downloading 1666 maps via Minecraft. ‘ Ch.lll Ollt
chillpanda.co.uk
Chillpanda is a free mental health and
wellbeing app being trialled by the NHS. It
has been developed by clinical psychologists
to help under-eights learn to recognise
and manage feelings of anxiety. Children
can track their heart rate, learn breathing
techniques and play calming games.

Premium36
coding

Island hopping
discoveringgalapagos.org.uk

Y6 children will enjoy learning about how
the Galapagos islands were formed and how
species arrive and thrive there. They can find
out about Darwin and evolution through the
well-constructed diagrams, animations and
videos. The online magazine in the teacher
zone is also fantastic.

7)) VIRTUAL
) VISIT

2 nhm.ac.uk
Enjoy different virtual tours of London’s Natural < Fn
History Museum and listen to the soothing voice of o
David Attenborough as he describes the Hintze Hall. tynker.com
Watch the fascinating ‘Discover’ videos, delve into the This website provides self-paced
collections and get busy in the ‘Try at home' area. o sequencing and coding tutorials

Jor children aged five and up. The

teach.outschool.com premium coding courses are free
Op en- ended This US website provides online classes during the school closures.
e e, 0 for children who are being home-schooled.
activities "
ﬂ:‘ -

Ifyou've been tasked with creating online

otherwiseeducation.com sessions, visit for tips about how to make
Teacher Jonny Walker and poet Adisa have created your lessons engaging and accessible.
some inspiring writing activities for schools to ;

send out for home learning. They are open-ended,

perfect for families to work through together and
will inspire creativity while supporting learners lo ® B 9 Calm natl.ll'e
develop their creative writing skills. ; p wildlifetrusts.org
= ” ‘_ In order to boost the
WORK 0‘ | ’ I Y Famuv eEsoar nation’s mental health
s dies.i . and wellbeing during
ngel e:l:::'l:::n f :;;lkg_ :vlfshe.com/ this strange time, the
childhood obesity. th frOD faah ) v .a ome Wildlife Trust is streaming live footage of
litagdidhiesity s llgs epp eaures a Jigsaw Families is currently offering a range of wildlife. These live webcasts are
selection of workouts for different ages. The free access to two of the stories from y eiﬁ’ct‘wa o eliiig olises ta tatire
sequences are varied and can be customised its family PSHE programme. There are 4 L it i
to suit individual children. Refreshingly, while activities and discussion prompts to go and may inspire pupils to increase their
the activities are explained by an adult, the with each and you can also listen to two of  <riowledge of birds, badgers and bats.
videos feature children doing the exercises. its ‘Calm me’ recordings.
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Direct a film

toontastic.withgoogle.com

This app will excite budding
directors, authors, artists and
musicians. Turn your drawings
into 3D cartoon animations,
record your voice to narrate
or add dialogue, learn how to

keeplearning.khanacademy.org

vl bt bee, -

Created by an American non-profit organisation, this
site features daily schedules for all age groups to help
parents plan a day of learning. The timetables contain
suggested lessons covering a range of subjects that can
be accessed easily by clicking on the link.

mix a soundtrack to create
amood and experiment
creating different genres.

2simple.com

MY
LIBRARY

rivet.areal20.com

Developed to support early readers, this app
has 3,500 free digital books for kids. Work
out your child’s level then choose from a
selection of titles. You can create a personal
library and there are games interspersed to
keep young readers motivated.

FUTURE
ENGINEERS

jamesdysonfoundation.co.uk

This charitable foundation was set
up to inspire future engineers. The
‘Challenge cards’ are great for home
learning. Children will be able to

get their hands on most

Writix
stlglnuillgs

pobble365.com

4

Get a new creative writing stimulus
every day. Children will receive a
story starter, sentence challenge

: : ) of the things they'll
and questions to prompt discussion. need at home, the
There is also a daily webinar to instructions are
support home learning. clearly written

and the results
are exciting.

Classical music
bbe.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces

Ten Pieces is a wonderful way to get children
excited about and creative with classical music.

EAL

For home learning, visit the ‘Get creative with resources

classical music at home’ section. There are also i

resources for hearing impaired children. le{n:nengllsh!nds.
britishcouncil.org

w—

learning English. There are games, songs,
stories and activities. The site also offers
lots of advice for parents supporting their
children to learn English. These include
videos, articles and simple activities.
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Do the mash

Parents can access Purple Mash
for free during the school closures.
1t gives you access to thousands
of cross-curriculur resources and
schemes of work. It is cloud-based and
can be accessed on any device.

This is a great resource for children who are

Free app

edplus.app

Use the promo code
‘KEEPLEARNING' to get a free
subscription to this app. The
video question format is engaging
and learners are able to test one
another, providing compelition as
a motivation to learn, The app’s
adaptive-learning algorithm
personalises questions across a

range of subjects.

ROLEPLAY IDEAS

bigeyedowl.co.uk

Aimed at KS1 pupils, this site features a
comprehensive range of activities. The roleplay
ideas are brilliant and if pupils don’t have the
exact resources listed, they can adapt the set-up
according to what they have in the house.

Teacher made

plazoom.com
Browse Plazoom's teacher-
made printable resource packs
for home learning. There are
times tables challenge packs, Mad
Hatter’s Tea Party themed activities
and learning games to play at home, all
differentiated for different age groups.

Jo Castro has worked in
education as a teacher
and assistant head for
20 years. She currently
coaches teachers and
o 3 senior leaders and leads
= 5 creativewriting and self
development workshops for pupils.

¥ @jocastro_coach




