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Tintwistle C. E. (A) Primary School         

            ‘Confidence, Competence, Creativity’
26th May 2017
Talking Together
Tameside and Glossop NHS have developed a project to help children develop skills in speech, language and communication www.tameside.gov.uk/talkingtogether . The project recognises that parents are essential in supporting their child’s development of these skills and will cover monthly themes which are designed to encourage parents to talk with their children. The first theme is The Distraction of Technology and is set out below:
Electronic devices such as TV, mobile phones, laptops, tablets, radio and films can be fun but children need time without these to learn language.

Top Tips:
TV can be educational but we know that children learn language best from playing and talking with their parents and siblings. Watching too much TV means there is less time for children to interact with people and play. 

· Children need quiet time to develop their listening skills. Children can find it hard to listen when there is background noise so turn the TV off if no one is watching it.

· Set up some "Special Times" when electronic devices aren't allowed. These might include meal times, the journey to and from school or nursery and bedtime. These are excellent times to talk about your day and ask each other questions.
· Try not to look at your mobile phone while walking home or switch off the radio in the car. Give your child your full attention so they know you are listening. 
· Turn off all electronic devices and the TV during meal times. This means that you and your child will be less distracted and can focus on having fun conversations.
· Bedtime is a great time for talking and reading stories. Try switching off the TV and other electronic devices before bedtime. Research shows this will also help children fall asleep quicker. 

For holiday homework we would like your child to interview you about how you (or their grandparents) used to spend time before technology took over our leisure time. This is a speaking and listening homework so they do not need to write anything down, but it would be lovely if they can speak to their class to share what they have found out when they get back to school.
Fidget Spinners

We know that fidget spinners are being marketed as a concentration aid but the vast majority of children find them far more of a distraction than a help. All the children have been made aware that if they bring spinners to school they may only be used in the playground – and not whilst lining up. School accepts no responsibility for loss or damage to objects brought in to school, if it is precious please leave it at home. Please tell your child 
not to swap spinners (or anything else!) as we are not able to sort out swaps if they change their mind later. We strongly discourage bringing toys into school and anything that causes distraction or disruption will be confiscated and returned to parents.
Sex and Relationships Education (SRE)

Following Derbyshire and national guidance we will be delivering SRE to all children in school over the summer term. This will be age appropriate and will focus on basic differences between boys and girls for the younger children and build up to body changes during puberty for the older children. We use the Channel 4 programme ‘Living and Growing,’ which is split into chapters for each age group, this is approved by the school nursing service. We also have a good range of age appropriate books for the children to look at and we can recommend titles to you. Our emphasis in SRE is to keep your children safe; we teach the children the importance of safe touches and the NSPCC pants rule. Please check out www.nspcc.org.uk for advice on conversations to have with your child and to give you an understanding of how we will be presenting the materials to the children. We also link this work with our ongoing teaching of internet safety. 
If you have any questions or worries please do come and talk to me or your child’s class teacher – we are very confident that we will be able to reassure you!

We hope you all have a lovely half term break.
Jo Griffin, Headteacher
Dates for your Diary
Friday 26th May – close for half term

Monday 5th June – school re-opens

Tuesday 6th June – meeting for new Nursery and Reception parents 2pm

Thursday 15th June – Stay and Play 2pm – 3pm

Friday 23rd June – non-uniform day in return for bottles




Well Dressing

Saturday 24th June – Tintwistle Gala, Cheerleading Competition

Monday 26th June – school closed for staff training

Wednesday 5th July – Longdendale induction begins

Thursday 6th July – Glossopdale induction begins

Monday 10th July – Sports Week begins

Friday 14th July – Sports Day and barbeque

Monday 17th July – Exploding Custard!

Wednesday 19th July – Leavers’ Service

Thursday 20th July – Tintwistle’s Got Talent

Friday 21st July – Coffee Morning and non-uniform day. Everyone welcome to join us for     cake and coffee and to say goodbye to our leavers.
Please keep an eye on the website calendar for any updates.
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