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1. Welcome to our school

Tintwistle is a village school with four classes and around 110 pupils. We moved from the old school next to the church into our new building in 1999 and now have modern facilities in a lovely school. We also have a playing field, adventure playground, wildlife area and vegetable garden. Our purpose built foundation stage unit houses both our nursery and reception children. We are very proud of our friendly, happy school and welcome visits from prospective pupils and parents.

Tintwistle is a Church of England (Aided) Primary School. The teaching of the Church of England strengthens the ethos of our school, but all religions are respected and we welcome children and parents from all denominations. The school offers 17 places in the reception class each year; applications should be made on the common application form for Derbyshire. The school is oversubscribed in some years and parents should take care to ensure that applications for places are made before the closing date. Please see the admissions policy enclosed for further information. Applications for nursery places should be made directly to the school.
2. General Information

2.1 School times

8.55am

Start of school, please ensure your child arrives on time.

12.00 – 1.00pm
Lunchtime

3.30pm

Home time
A list of holiday dates is included in this pack and can also be found on our website www.tintwistle.eschools.co.uk
2.2 Uniform

Red sweatshirt/cardigan/fleece

White polo shirt

Black or grey trousers/skirt/shorts

Red and white gingham summer dress

Black shoes of a sensible style and that are appropriate for playing out in, or plain black trainers
Black or grey socks for the boys

Black, grey or red tights and black, grey or white socks for the girls
Whilst we do not insist that your child wears the polo shirts or sweatshirts with the school logo, we do enforce the school colours and expect all our children to be smartly turned out. 

Uniform and PE t-shirts with the school badge on can be purchased from Brigadoon on Station Road in Hadfield or ordered online from Tesco.
Accessories

Jewellery should be limited to a watch and small, plain stud earrings. Earrings should be removed for PE for health and safety reasons of if this is not possible please provide tape for your child to cover their earrings with.  If you wish your child to have their ears pierced then this can be done at the beginning of the summer holidays to allow six weeks healing time.

Girls’ headwear should be minimal, bobbles, slides and plain headbands only please. We strongly recommend that long hair should be tied back whilst your child is in school.

PE Kit 

PE kit is a white t-shirt and black shorts. Children will need pumps or trainers for outdoor PE and should have a tracksuit or leggings and a sweatshirt in cold weather. Tintwistle badged T shirts are available if required.
Your child will be given a school PE bag when they start and this should last them for the time they are with us.

Please make sure that all items of clothing, including shoes and PE kit, are clearly labelled with your child’s name. We recommend sew in, or iron on, labels as these last much longer than marker pens (e.g. mylabel.com).
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Second hand uniform can be bought from the school at any time during the year, please ask the school secretary to see what is available to purchase.

2.3 School Dinners

From September 2014 the government has funded free school meals for all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. In order to claim your child’s free meals you will be asked to complete a registration form. If your child is in nursery and is staying for the full day you will be able to buy a meal for them if required. Meals are cooked on the premises by Derbyshire Catering Service and follow government nutritional guidelines. Menus are distributed termly with a vegetarian and non-vegetarian option and children can also choose a jacket potato, or a sandwich with vegetables and pudding. Your child may bring a packed lunch if you prefer and some children alternate between dinners and packed lunches.  Please note that two weeks notice is required if you want to take your child off school dinners.

During the school year the catering service celebrates special occasions such as bonfire night, Valentine’s Day etc. and develops a themed menu.  On many of these occasions parents are invited to eat lunch with the child from 12-1pm at a cost of £2.82.  You may also come in to school on any day to eat lunch as long as it is pre-booked in the morning.

School dinners are currently £2.00 per day and should be ordered and paid for a week in advance. Dinner money should be brought in a named envelope on Monday mornings.   We are happy for you to pay weekly, monthly or termly but unfortunately, DCC cannot accept direct debit payments so we will need cash or a cheque made payable to DCC.  
2.4 Water, Milk and Snacks

As we are a healthy school the only snacks that the children eat in school is fruit at morning playtimes. Reception and key stage 1 children are provided with free fruit through the government Fruit for Schools scheme and the school will provide fruit for nursery children, key stage two children provide their own. Children quickly become used to trying a wide range of fruit and parents are often very pleased with the way they become much more healthy eaters. Morning milk is supplied by Cool Milk at a cost of 22p per day for children over five and is free for under-fives (both nursery and reception). School will register your child for free milk on entry. Once your child is 5 you will need to manage your own account directly with Cool Milk (www.coolmilk.com). All children are encouraged to bring a plastic water bottle in to school so that they can drink throughout the day,  because we are committed to promoting healthy choices we insist that this bottle only contains water and other drinks will be emptied and replaced with water.  Children in Classes 2, 3 and 4 can use the water fountain any time during the day. 

2.5 Special Educational Needs / Accessibility

We are committed to meeting the needs of all pupils and have up to date Special Educational Needs (SEN), Disability Equality and Accessibility policies, all of which can be found on our website. Our policies cover the needs of parents and carers as well as children. We work closely with the SEN section of the Local Authority and a range of specialist services to support children and aim to make the school as accessible as possible for everyone. We have a governor dedicated to SEN pupils, Mrs. Rachael Gregson (the SEN Link Governor) and it is their responsibility to ensure the governing body is kept up to date with policies and issues impacting on our SEN provision.  If you feel that your child has special needs please make an appointment to see Mrs Griffin, the Headteacher and SEN Coordinator. 

2.6 Medicines and Health Needs

The school keeps records of any health problems and allergies your child may have and you will be asked to update these details every year. We will always aim to meet the medical needs of your child – please let us know if special arrangements are necessary.

If your child has an inhaler please ensure that the school office is notified and the inhaler is in date and clearly named. Inhalers for younger children will be kept by the teacher in their classroom and their use will be supervised. Pupils in year 3 and above are allowed to look after their own inhalers. 

The school will only administer prescribed medicine that has to be taken four times a day and parents are required to complete a consent form. 

The school has a sun safety policy and recommends that children wear hats when playing out in hot weather. Sun creams should be applied at home when necessary. Children in year 3 and above may bring and apply their own sun cream, please label bottles with your child’s name.

2.7 Child Protection

We recognise that as a school community we have a duty of care to our pupils and will work together to ensure that they are safe. Part of this duty is to ensure that all adults in school behave appropriately towards pupils and that steps are taken to ensure that unsuitable people are not present in school. We also have a responsibility to listen to and respond to pupils concerns and report any potential issues of neglect or child abuse to Social Services. Mrs Griffin, the Headteacher, is the designated person for Child Protection within school. Our policies for Child Protection and Safer School can be seen on our website. Our Child Protection governor is Mr. Geraint Hughes.
2.8 Absence from School
We support the Government’s drive to maintain the highest possible attendance levels in schools.  Going to school regularly is important to your child’s future, by law all children of compulsory school age (from age 5) must receive a suitable full-time education and you are legally responsible for making sure they attend regularly.  You can help prevent your child missing school by making sure they understand the importance of good attendance and punctuality, taking an interest in their education, discussing any problems they may have at school and not letting them take time off school for minor ailments.  We encourage you to arrange appointments and outings after school hours to prevent disruption to your child’s education and to the school. We will not authorise your child going on holiday during term time and may take action if this results in a prolonged absence.  We do however appreciate that there are many different issues which can affect school attendance and we would encourage you to come to the school first to discuss any problems and how we might be able to help.

If your child is off sick please call the school each day of their illness.  Should your child need to attend an appointment please request and complete an absence form. Please also note that the school day starts promptly at 8.55am and arriving late not only has a negative effect on your own child’s learning but also disrupts other children’s education.

2.9 Travelling to School

Parents and pupils are strongly encouraged to avoid driving to school whenever possible, to help reduce congestion in the village, keep our children safer and provide more opportunities for exercise.  We have scooter and bike storage at school, with many children using this facility. Please provide your own lock if you want to secure your child’s scooter.  We are happy for pupils to cycle or scoot to school but ask that they do so safely and show respect for other pedestrians, children should get off their scooters and bikes at the school gate.  

We understand that you may need to drive to school and ask that ideally all parents park and stride, for example by parking on West Drive if possible and then walking down South Close.  The turning circle is a stop and drop off point only, do not park as this blocks the gates and increases congestion immediately outside the school.  When parking your car near school please be considerate to others and do not block sight lines and crossing points which can put children at greater risk.  The safety of all our pupils is our priority. 

3. Teaching and Learning

3.1 Lessons

Literacy and numeracy are generally taught in the mornings, through lessons that are structured to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum.  In EYFS and KS1 we are using ‘Read Write Inc’ materials in literacy as these are specifically designed to develop children’s phonic ability. We also use a range of resources to inspire, extend and challenge the children. In KS2 literacy we are using a book based approach so that children develop a love of reading and learning through books. In the afternoons we teach the other subjects of the National Curriculum. We take a cross curricular approach whenever possible as we believe the children learn far more when given the chance to immerse themselves in interesting topics. Children will bring home a topic map each term and these are also published on our website. We aim to develop children’s skills as well as knowledge and encourage them to become independent confident learners who are aware of their own abilities and learning styles and who will persevere. Our curriculum is designed to meet the needs of all the children, with additional support for those who need it and increased pace and challenge for our most able pupils.

3.2 Foreign Languages

Tintwistle teaches a modern foreign language to all children from year 2 upwards, normally French. Our youngest pupils enjoy songs and games in French and the older children use a range of resources.
3.3 Physical Education

Tintwistle holds the School Games Gold and Active Mark awards for ensuring that all children engage in high quality PE activities. We offer a wide variety of sporting activities as we want to help children to find sports they enjoy and so encourage them to continue to be active once they have left the school. As well as many skills based lessons the children learn a variety of sports including football, netball, rounders, tennis, cricket, dancing and cheerleading. We often have visiting coaches in school and our children benefit greatly from their expertise. Many of our children enjoy representing the school at sporting fixtures and we participate in a wide range of competitions, with some great results. All the children take part in our annual sports day which also includes toddler and parent races. All children in class 4 (years 5 and 6) have a weekly swimming lesson at Glossop swimming baths.
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3.4 Music

Music is taught throughout the school and all children are taught to play the recorder in Year 2. In Years 3 and 4 children participate in the Wider Opportunities scheme which is funded by school, this involves 30 sessions delivered by a music specialist and the instruments are loaned by the Derbyshire Music Partnership.  This means that all the children will have the opportunity to learn an instrument and many choose to continue after the programme has ended.  In 2010 the children learned the violin and in 2012 the flute. In 2014 we learned drumming and we are learning brass in 2015/16. Children in Years 5 and 6 are also learning to play the ocarina.
Parents may also wish to arrange for their child to receive additional instrumental tuition at school either in individual or small group lessons. These lessons are not part of the National Curriculum and there is a small fee. 
3.5 ICT

Tintwistle is very well equipped for teaching ICT; we have an interactive whiteboard in every class and a trolley of wireless laptops for the children to use in class. We also have a class set of iPads. Children are taught ICT skills through a scheme of work but also have many opportunities to use computers for research and presentation of work. We are very conscious that children need to be protected when using the internet. We operate a filtering system to restrict web content and all children are required to sign an acceptable use of ICT policy. The children are taught about e-safety in an age appropriate way as they progress through the school, both on an ongoing basis and through discrete lessons. 
3.6 PHSE

We place a great deal of emphasis on PHSE (personal, health and social education) and citizenship as we feel that it is very important for our pupils to grow to be healthy, well adjusted young people who are as aware of their responsibilities as global citizens, as they are their rights. The school holds the Healthy Schools Award, the Derbyshire ABC anti bullying award and the intermediary International Schools Award, all of which reflect our commitment to meeting key government aims such as global citizenship and British values.

3.7 Religious Education and Links with the Church

The curriculum includes religious education and children are taught about other main world religions as well as Christianity. We hold services at Christ Church in Tintwistle four times a year, at harvest, Christmas, Easter and for school leavers in the summer term. Parents are welcome to attend these services and the children enjoy taking an active role. Both the vicar and a representative of the United Reformed Church take assemblies regularly. Parents may request that their children are withdrawn from RE and collective worship. 
3.8 The Wider Curriculum
We believe that Tintwistle is an exciting, dynamic place to learn and a range of special events take place throughout the year. Recent examples include themed days, such as RE day, when the children worked in mixed age groups and took part in a variety of activities such as baking bread and making baskets based on the story of Jesus feeding the five thousand. The day ended with us all joining together to share the bread we had baked. 
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This year we have also enjoyed a visit from a Viking and built a pirate island on the playground. We often use whole school topics and enjoy a wide range of trips. The children also enjoy performing and the Christmas play, involving every child, is one of the highlights of the year.
3.9 Homework

Homework is set throughout the school and is appropriate to the age of the children. Once they are settled in school our youngest children have reading diaries, word cards and handwriting sheets. Older children have weekly maths and English tasks, which are often online, and may also be given independent research projects. As your child progresses through school teachers will send home letters setting out the homework arrangements in their class. Parents can help their children by sharing books with them at home and providing somewhere quiet for them to work – your support and praise is invaluable to your child.  The school provides a red book packet for transporting homework, reading books and letters home.

4. Behaviour

4.1 The Importance of Good Behaviour

We are committed to ensuring all pupils feel safe, happy and are given the right learning environment in which they can thrive.  We have high standards for behaviour and expect all pupils to understand the school rules and recognise why it is important to follow them. We also expect them to work well with others, to share, take turns, co-operate and take responsibility.  They will be required to listen other people, be polite, kind and respectful of others, play fairly and appreciate the value of friendships.  We want our pupils to be determined, to try their best, take pride in their work and have the confidence to try anything that is asked of them.  They need to be willing to learn from their mistakes, accept feedback and improve their work or behaviour. 

These personal skills are explored and taught throughout the curriculum and during the morning collective worship assemblies and then encouraged and enforced through our behaviour, anti-bullying and reward policies (these can be found on our website and in this pack).

4.2 Behaviour Policy

With rights come responsibilities.  In order for all our pupils to have their rights met we need to make them aware that they are responsible for their actions. We aim to help them to develop an understanding of the difference between right and wrong and the consequences of their actions.  Very broadly we follow a six step approach, but these steps will be fast tracked in the event of extreme behaviour.  There are specific behaviour management systems in place during lunchtime and playtimes, and in each classroom, all of which are designed to ensure a consistent approach across the school.  A formal discipline procedure will be followed if we feel that a pupil’s behaviour necessitates it.

4.3 Anti-Bullying Policy

We have a policy that defines bullying and clearly sets out that bullying in any form is unacceptable, that it will be taken seriously, dealt with promptly and effectively and pupils and parents will be supported. In addition to this document we have a Pupil’s Anti-Bullying Policy that has been written by, and for, the children.  

4.4 Rewards Policy

We seek to reward rather than punish and believe that rewarding positive behaviour will help us to ensure the highest possible quality of education for all our children.  There are a range of reward systems in place including golden time, certificates, prizes, text messages home, and golden tickets.  These are reviewed regularly to ensure they continue to achieve the aim of rewarding and motivating pupils.

5. Working with parents

Good communication between school and parents is vital if children are to be happy and well supported at school and we pride ourselves on having positive relationships with parents. 

5.1 Welcome Meeting

Before your child starts school you will be invited to a welcome meeting where you will be introduced to staff and shown around the school. There is also an opportunity for children to visit school and meet their teacher. We know that new parents will have lots of questions – please don’t hesitate to ask if there is anything you are unsure of.

5.2 Parents’ Evenings and School Reports
Parents’ evenings are held twice a year, in October and February. At the October meeting you will be asked to sign a Home School Agreement which sets out guidelines for a positive relationship between home, school and pupil (see copy in this pack). This meeting is early in the school year so that you can discuss how well you think your child has settled in and any issues can be raised early on. Your child’s targets will also be shared with you and you will be given suggestions on how you can help your child at home. 

The February meeting is an opportunity to discuss your child’s progress and review targets. Finally, written reports are sent out in July and there is a further opportunity to meet with your child’s teacher. 

As well as formal meetings many parents like to chat to their child’s teacher or the Head Teacher on an informal basis and you are very welcome to call in.  Please be aware that at busy times you may need to make an appointment.

5.3 The Views of Parents 

We value feedback from parents and as well as listening to your comments we issue questionnaires and hold parent forums.  We have an ‘open door’ policy so please do call in if you have any questions or there are any issues you would like to discuss, either with your child’s teacher or the Head.  If you feel that your issues have not been dealt with satisfactorily there is a complaints procedure that can be followed (our complaints policy can be found on the website or a copy requested from the office).

5.4 Good Work and Achievement Assemblies

On Friday mornings we hold our celebration assemblies where children are given certificates for good work or for demonstrating our school values. Each half term we focus on achievements outside of school and these can be many and varied, such as sport, music and other out of school activities. Parents are very welcome to join us and the children love showing their work to an audience.  After this Friday assembly parents are invited to stay and have coffee and a chat.

5.5 Parent Helpers

Many of the activities that make school fun rely on parent helpers and we are always looking for new volunteers. Parents (and grandparents) help out on trips, listen to readers and accompany children to the swimming baths. We also have volunteers working with groups of children running lunchtime and after school clubs e.g. knitting, art and garden, football. Please let us know if you are available and would like to help or if you have any ideas for clubs you might like to run for children. All parent helpers in school must have list 99/DBS checks which are free of charge and can easily be arranged.

6. Keeping in Touch

6.1 Newsletter

Newsletters are published regularly on the website and these should keep you up to date with all that goes on in school. We also include notices for local sports clubs and events in the village.  

6.2 Website
We have a school website which has a wealth of information on it.  The site is kept up to date and has news items, a calendar and lots of photos, newsletters and copies of letters home.  We recommend you log on regularly so that you can to see what is new. www.tintwistle.eschools.co.uk. The website also has links to our Twitter and Facebook page.
6.3 SMS Text Messaging

We have a free text messaging system in place which parents find invaluable for keeping them up to date, particularly with last minute news such as cancellation of after school clubs, school closure, event reminders etc. We also use text messaging to let you know if your child is in good work assembly, if they have been well behaved or if their behaviour is causing concern.  The service is free but it relies on you to supply the office with an up to date mobile phone number (we can accept more than one for each child).

6.4 Termly Topic Guide
At the end of each term your child will bring home a topic map which will give you an outline of the curriculum areas your child will be studying in the next term. Children often enjoy talking to their parents about the topics in advance and many like to carry out independent research or bring in relevant items from home. The topic guide will also indicate which key skills your child will be working on each term.
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7. Extra Curricular Activities

7.1 Clubs

The children at Tintwistle enjoy a range of extra curricular activities, most of these are clubs run by teachers or volunteers and are free of charge. Clubs vary through the year, depending upon the weather and availability of staff but the list below gives the types of activities that have been available over the past year. 

Basketball
Cheerleading

Cookery

Football

Netball

Cricket
KS1 Multi-skills

We also have good links with local sporting clubs and community organisations and regularly arrange for visitors to work with our children in school. 
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Flare KS1 Cheer Level 1 Division – 1st Place out of 6
UKCA National School Championship 2014/15
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Ignition KS2 Level 2 Division – 1st Place out of 4
&

KS2 Level 1 Dance Division – 2nd Place out of 9

UKCA National Schools Championships 2014/15
7.2 School Council

The school council is made up of two representatives from each class who are elected by their peers. The School Council is involved in a wide variety of activities and takes into account the views of all children in the school. They are also involved in appointing staff and talking to visitors. Two of the school council members represent the school on the pupil forum where they meet representatives from other local schools and plan joint activities and projects.
7.3 Eco Committee
We are very proud to be an Eco School and our Eco Committee are always looking for new ways to improve the school environment. They undertake litter picking, traffic surveys and recycling activities. Like the School Council the Eco Committee is made up of children selected from Years 1 to 6 who have a particular passion for eco issues. 
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We have received RHS School Gardening awards, hold Bronze and Silver ECO Schools Award and are working toward the Green Flag.
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Welly Wednesdays – bring your coat and wellies!
7.4 Residential Trip
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The highlight of the year for children in years five and six is our annual residential trip to the White Hall Centre in Buxton. This trip is very well attended and the children enjoy a variety of outdoor and adventurous activities including climbing, canoeing and stream scrambling. 
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8. Supporters of the School
8.1 Tintwistle  Parent Teacher Association (PTA)

The PTA is made up of parents and staff and is a very important part of Tintwistle School. Meetings are very informal and a good place to meet and chat to other parents, everyone is welcome to join. The PTA hold formal meetings three times a year, September, May and July but meet more regularly to plan events.  The PTA holds a range of events through the year such as quiz nights, children’s discos and a Christmas fair. All money that is raised is spent on additional resources and activities for the children, this includes paying for the children’s Christmas party and subsidising trips and visitors as well as buying equipment. 

8.2 Governors

We have a supportive and hard working team of governors who act as a ‘critical friend’ to our school. As well as their more formal roles of overseeing the management of finance, personnel and the curriculum they can often be found helping out at school events or working with children. A full list of our governors can be found on our website. If you would like any further information about the role of the governors please contact Vicky Mullis, Chair of Governors.
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